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POLITICAL ANALYSIS: SOVIET PROPAGANDA PLAYS DOWN US WAR- 
TIME AID 

1 . THE CURRENT SOVIET PROPAGANDA BUILDUP FOR THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II (MAY 9) ACCENTS THE 
SOVIET ROLE IN VICTORY AND BELITTLES THE AMERICAN AND 
ALLIED CONTRIBUTION. WHILE THE TREATMENT ONLY EMPHASIZES 
LONG-ESTABLISHED SOVIET VIEWS ON THE COURSE AND OUTCOME OF 
THE WAR, THE UNYIELDING TONE IS STILL SOMEWHAT SURPRISING 

IN AN ERA OF DETENTE. THE ONLY REDEEMING NOTE IN SOME 
COMMENTARIES HAS BEEN THE ADMISSION THAT THERE ACTUALLY 
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WAS AN "ANTI-HITLERITE COALITION." 

2. IN A SERIES OF ARTICLES AND BROADCASTS BEGINNING IN 
FEBRUARY, SOVIET CIVILIAN AND MILITARY SPOKESMEN HAVE 
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CELEBRATED THE "DECISIVE ROLE" OE SOVIET FORCES IN THE 

1945 EUROPEAN VICTORY. SOME SPECIEICALLY ATTACKED "FABRI- 
CATIONS OF (WESTERN) FALSIEIERS OE HISTORY," I.E., THOSE 
WHO CHALLENGE THE PARAMOUNT SOVIET ROLE. IN PUTTING DOWN 
THE AMERICAN AND ALLIED CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WAR EFEORT, 
THEY EMPHASIZED THAT: 

(A) -THE SOVIET-GERMAN ERONT WAS THE MAIN ONE; THE 
USSR DEEEATED EOUR TIMES AS MANY DIVISIONS AS 
THE ALLIES ELSEWHERE. (THE WAR IN THE PACIEIC 

IS VIRTUALLY IGNORED.) 

(B) - ANGLO- AMERICAN BOMBING WAS INEEFECTIVE IN DE- 
STROYING GERMAN WAR INDUSTRY. 

(C) -"THE SECOND ERONT WAS OPENED ONLY WHEN IT WAS 
CLEAR TO THE WORLD THAT THE SOVIET PEOPLE WERE 
ABLE TO GUARANTEE VICTORY THROUGH THEIR OWN 
EEEORTS." 

(D) -ALLIED LEND LEASE AMOUNTED TO ONLY 4 PERCENT OF 
THE STRATEGIC WAR MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, AND ARMS 
USED BY THE SOVIETS. THE LARGEST PART OP IT 
ARRIVED IN THE SECOND HALE OP THE WAR-APTER 
STALINGRAD. 

3. RED STAR, ON PEBRUARY 27 AND MARCH 2, POR THE FIRST 
TIME PUBLISHED PIGURES ON US LEND LEASE AND SOVIET PRODUC- 
TION, WHICH UNDERSCORED THE THESIS THAT US AID WAS MINIMAL. 

(A) -SOVIET ARMS PRODUCTION POR 1941: AIRCRAPT- 12,000; 
TANKS-6,000; GUNS- 17,000. FOR 1942; AIRCRAFT-21,600; 
TANKS-24,000; GUNS-285,900. FOR 1941-45: AIRCRAFT- 
137,000; TANKS-104,000; GUNS-488,000. 

(B) -US LEND LEASE POR 1941-45: AIRCRAPT-18,700; TANKS- 
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10,800; GUNS-9,600. 


4. WHILE THE FIGURES CITED POR AMERICAN ASSISTANCE ARE 
RELATIVELY CLOSE TO THE US STATISTICS, THE MOST IMPRESSIVE 
CATEGORIES HAVE OF COURSE BEEN OMITTED. THERE IS NO MEN- 
TION, POR EXAMPLE, THAT 2,500 SHIPS DELIVERED LEND LEASE 
CARGO WORTH 1 1 BILLION DOLS TO THE SOVIET UNION FROM lUNE 
1941 TO SEPTEMBER 1945 (77 WERE LOST, MOST OP THEM IN 
1942). NOR DO THE PIGURES COVER THE DOZEN OR MORE INDUS- 
TRIAL PLANTS, THE RAW MATERIALS, AND THE OTHER GOODS THAT 
THE US PROVIDED UNDER LEND LEASE, FOR INSTANCE; FUEL-2.8 
MILLION TONS; FOOD-4.3 MILLION TONS; EXPLOSIVES-.3 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


MILLION TONS; TRUCKS-364,000; IEEPS-47,000; LOCOMOTIVES- 
2,000; FREIGHT CARS-1 1,000; SUBMACHINE GUNS-1 12,000; 

BOOTS-14.5 MILLION PAIRS; TIRES-3.6 MILLION; EIELD 
TELEPHONES 380,000. 

5. THE OLDER GENERATION OF SOVIETS WHO LIVED THROUGH THE 
WAR ARE STILL VERY MUCH AWARE THAT THE OFFICIAL DOWNPLAYING 
OF LEND LEASE IS SOMEWHAT LESS THAN THE WHOLE TRUTH. 

INDEED, MANY OF THEM STILL REMEMBER SPAM AS A DELICACY. 

AND, FOR YEARS AFTER THE WAR, "STUDYABACKER " WAS SYNONYMOUS 
FOR TRUCK IN RUSSIAN. 

6. THUS, THE SOVIET REGIME'S IDEOLOGICAL UNWILLINGNESS TO 
SHARE THE HONOR OF VICTORY APPEARS UNCHANGED IN THE DETENTE 
ERA. IT IS ALL THE MORE INCONGRUOUS IN VIEW OF THE FACT 

THAT THE US AND OTHER WESTERN GOVERNMENTS ARE RECEIVING 
SOVIET INVITATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN JOINT CEREMONIES TO 
COMMEMORATE THAT VICTORY. 

7. THE EXPLANATION OP THIS DELIBERATE MYOPIA LIES MAINLY 

IN THE KEY IDEOLOGICAL ROLE OF 'THE SECOND PATHERLAND WAR." 
LIKE THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION, THE SOVIET ROLE IN WORLD WAR 
II HAS BECOME HEAVILY OVERLADEN WITH OFFICIAL MYTHOLOGY. 

THE FINAL FORGING OF THE SOVIET STATE, WHICH IS WHAT THE 
WORLD WAR II EXPERIENCE REPRESENTS FOR THE COMMUNIST 
FAITHFUL AND IS INTENDED TO REPRESENT TO FUTURE GENERA- 
TIONS, IS THEREFORE TOO VITAL TO THE REGIME'S AND THE 
STATE'S SELF-IMAGE FOR ANY RESERVATIONS TO BE ADMITTED, 
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HOWEVER TRUE, DETENTE OR NO DETENTE. KISSINGER 
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